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Introduction

Dream Catcher is a collection of poems, writings, sketches,
artwork, and creative express
campers and staffVhile you all eagerly await your
yearbook, enjoy this collection of words, thoughts,

feelings, and artistic expressions that Camp Ondessonk
inspires. Photographs can bring you back to Camp
Ondessonk, but Dreamcatcher invites you in to share the
joy, friendships, and memories you found there.

This collectionis one of a kind. These words ring true.

The artwork is priceless. Whenever you miss your time at
Camp Ondessonk, read, enjoy, and experience summer

camp all over again when you op#te Dreamcatche

Edited by Kate Burgauer, Staff Member
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Five syllables here Hc:fku:v :‘
Seven syllables come nexl Bryon

Then five Fiaish oF
Whisper Fight
The wind blew 50 fast N /Q'
& e~
The trees had a whisper f:_‘,hf >2
One free lost a limb o
Qamp 0
Three Sevenn Six Oh :
More than a number 72 me Yorarn o
Home away ¥rom home
Paul Pride
i AM Kaguneaq_

T"M'Oujh my veins runs twyuoise bioed ﬁ)

I spit Paul Pride.... spohth
Its a %“1‘ for Us

Way back in 1he woods 7&
Crawdads scamper in the creek

gajra'f-s Pounce t+heir pPrey

Rat Pateol
Kot Btwl last night

Sresms wame fam the frading post
Rsccovon in the trash
Life ot camp isweally livie’
When I'm here, I'm me é

This is the place where I dream
Here I can B.E. fFreed



Dreaming Sweetly
By Shawn Owen, Horse Adventure Camper

When shooting stars come flying by

Like abundant horses in the sky,

We dondot know when.
We dondot know why.
But we do know that they

Dazzle night.

As daybreak comes,

The stars collide, and switch the moon
With the sun

& the sky.

Kalie McGinnis Stéff




Stories | Tell My C

By Kelsey PhilippiStaff Member

Originally this piece was entitled oLies I
came to realize that these are not lies, but rather stories. These stories may not be entirely true, ol
even a smidge true, yet they create an indescribglile weemuers. There have been many
times as a staff member when | wonder how | ever believed there were ke siaeks or
But rather than feeling betrayed or lied to, | am simply impressed by the creativity of my staff
members. This colledsamt meant to encourage lies. It is merely a reminder of the creative
forces staff members have to iStdffimemberce a can

use this power wis€ampers let your imaginations run a little wild.

- Clyde is aretired, Mexican racing donkey. He crossed the border to escape his

racing life. Often times his confused by English commandsr ¥ sayi ng OAndel
to make him go faster.o

-1tds BDY®DU pAME FI VE MI NUTES TO GAND OUT OF
TO INSPECTION OR ELSE YOU WILL BE LAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTEEE! 1 I 6
Inspection is at 6:15 @ .the campersnake it on time? Sometimes.

-Mini Camp 2010, Alex from England to his <c
-0Cl apping makes the trees cry.o

-0Ther e ar e | awoddmiars ia sakefEchomovet ly the Amantacha
Bridge, so, we candt boat over there becau
-0That boondoggle | ooks awesome! ! 1§
-0Spiders only come out when the | ights are

t hi nk atpdrte. Hf wdtarn off your lights and stop talking they will go away
because theydre bored. o

-Familial relationsf staff members are always open for interpet@ion s heds my
sister. o 00Oh yeah thatds my cousin.dé6 OHav
-0 Dr i n Khawe a Tuens/put some Goldbond on. | promise it will make you feel
better. o6

-0l f vyfoiur @rtyhe worl d WILL explode. o
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-The CoconuSong introductioné.every ti me.
-OWedre al most there!!! Just around that tr
- While explaining Thursday at the Mondgyhni c ampf i r e € aéfatnedr t he o0\

then wedre going to get wup really early so
-0OWe keep all of our i ce hat dtshevhlyotittdm cfo I
-00h my gosh! Il love (insert food item here

-0 5102Tde altinclusive number, alternately 2.5

-Beard6s cave was dug out with a pick by Kei
-0l f anyone puts anything down the outhouse
person will have to stick their arm up the sucky tube to unclog it because Mr. Sucky

Mandés job is awful enough. ¢

-0éand at approxidmatnelty eallefi® jaadomsmget at

Old Carnival and break into different groups to hit all of the units. So, if you leave

your mallow stick sticky you will heathe worst noiseo f y o unsertichoking . ¢ |
raccoon noise here

-0We only have enough peanut butter and | el
-As off dut yhegteafafr el @d bddauWhet b&t hgoombgr”?do
paperwor k! o

-0l have a really i mport anBoatemXmoatdth@en j ob fc
perfect for it. o

- The adventure programs have a smoke signal device instead of a cell phone in case

of emergencies.
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May you always have work foyour hands to do.

May your pockets hold always a coin or two.

May the sun shine bright on your windowpane.

May the rainbow be certain to follow each rain.

May the hand of a friend always be near you.

And may God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you
-Irish Blessing

Submitted by Kourtney Scott, Staff Member
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ov Can tell WhekRe |'ve been ———
by the Jooks of wy feet
Dirt covered vehicles
\ don't+ wiss & peat
Ashy ¢ black from b“'/4ln3 |
C-‘mr\?fl'r'e,s i
Dark Chace tan for all Tdming \
Callovsed , Cracked, cuT
freom toe to heel
Kunn'mﬂ &a:E-Foot ri ﬂh.'t now
wovuld be ideal
gwollen ¢ Ticed at the end
the 43 /4
That's the life of 4 Zounse\o& i
What else can | 83y .

Mary Coats, Staff Member

o
inhe

0 Lindsay Paris, Staff Member



My First Summer

at Camp Ondessonk Ever

By Margy Frazier, Staff Member

| 6ve been | ivingweekanbwuskt fbeAssflmeest é aunna

probably know, | spent the last six weeks of my life in Ozark, Il, at the beautiful Camp
Ondessonk. | expected to have a good time this summer, but | never expected it to
become such a defining part of who | &ban a life be changed forever in six weeks? It

can, and mine was.

| was nervous in the beginning. Here | was, a stranger in a strange land. Most of the
other camp counselors had known each other for years. There was even a group who
attended Mini Camp togker. They had known each other since they were 8 or 9! Who
was | to step in and unbalance this perfect blend of people?

Thankfully, | had a gentle introduction to Ondessonk. | came for a weekend CHA
certification, where | was introduced to some of theastpeople | would be working

with through the summer. Then | stayed for a work week. | grew close to other summer
staff by cleaning bathrooms and shoveling horse poop together. Nothing bonds people
like hard work, right? Not only did | get to know a fewadf members, | also formed
relationships with the full time staff. | spent a few days filing paperwork in the office,

just talking and making friends.

But then came the part that | had been dreadéstaff orientation. This is when all of
the summer stafivould arrive. | already had a few good friends, but what would the
general populace think of me? Not to worry. Of course there were the few people that
refused to enjoy spending time with me, but for those few haters, there were tons of

people who welconteme to camp with wide open arms.

So | etds tal k aboudthelmn! Neaersaw that ome cangirtgdidd i t vy

you?
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Amazing. Thatds it. We |l ed five rides of fou
horses. We saddled in the morning, andrtrstarted rides right away. | most often rode

a gelding named Zeke. The first time | rode him, | hated him. He crow hopped, he shook

his head, and he tried to eat snatches of grass. But by the time | left for the summer, he

was a darling. It was really avgeme to watch him get better under saddle as the

summer went on. My best ride | had on him all summer was my lastddmewas

perfect. In addition to the trail rides, we also taught arena lessons. They were so much

funé once | got gowkdow aometigng wmteresting abbueeach ofl  n

the horses in the Ondessonk herd, as children love knowing about their steeds. For
example, Killian is Kidof6s son. He was born
Another fun horse fact? Lightning used to bé8aa r r e | Racer. And she do:¢
Seriousybowhen | rode her on a staff ride, we wer

wanted to run!

|l met so many amazing people this summer. So
forever. Others, | was lucky tmeet just once. For example, The Willit family, hosts of

the radio show 0The Catholics Nextl Door 6, Wwe
met a young man who traveled from his home in England to work at summer camp, as

well as a child who spoke both Endligsnd French.

| ended up having so many memorable experiences with the kids as well as the staff.
Thereds nothing quite |ike a camper giving vy
ear oOYou wer e myyedrddwsitimgiintyaut lap durhg a campfire and r
singing you oYell ow Submarineb6.

Thereds nothing more rewarding then helping
great lesson, or getting a shy child to open up.

Thereds nothing | i ke screamingoicenit cheers s
Thereds nothing |ike playing a four our game
weekend.

Thereds nothing |ike getting up on stage in
laugh.

Thereds not hi n gyeérolkhes firgttowafgam@man ei ght

Thereds nothing |ike doing your |l aundry and
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Thereds nothing |ike singing a lullaby to a
in hushed voices that you should try out for American Idol.

Therdaths ngo | i ke people youdve known for a mol
t heyol l mi ss you.

Quite simply, thereds nothing | igées,foCamp Onde
giving me one of the best summers of my life. Heepwah! See you next summer!
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Kalie McGinnis, Staff



